
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF ILLINOIS

GENERAL ORDER 15. OOO7

The full Court met in executive session on Thursday, April 23,2015 and approved the creation of

Local Criminal Rule 41 Search Warrants. The proposed rule was published with comments due on April

3,2015. No comments were received from the Public or the Rules Advisory Committee.

The Court's Rules Committee discussed the proposed rule at the Rules Committee meeting of

April 9, 2015. It recommended that the full Court adopt the proposal as published.

The full Court considered the recommendation of the Rules Committee at its meeting on Thursday,

April 23,201 5 and agreed to adopt Local Criminal Rule 4 I . Therefore,

By direction ofthe full Court, which met in executive session on Thursday, April23,2075,

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that Local Criminal Rule 41 Search Warrants be adopted as follows

(additions shown thus, deletions shown thns).

L.o.S?1,,_Criminal R.ule 41 Search Warrants
(a) Suhrfrission of u:Anant applications. Except fcrr rnatter:s.&At are resery_ed lbr the Chief .lu_dgg_

(ftrr example. in LCr 50.2 (2) and LCr 6.1)arid as rrrovided in (b). applications tbr search

rvarrants or seizure rvarrants must be submitted to the dut)l magistrate judqe.

(b) A district judge may issue a standing order that search r.r,arrants or seizure rvarrants related to
a c?se assigned tejhat judge []ust be b.r.-o.-ught to that_ judge.

(c) Assignment of case nurnbers. Wlten an application tbr a search warrant of seizure war:rant is
approved and the w'amant is signed bv the duty rnasistrate judge. the application and warrant will
be given a Miscellaneous (M) case ntunber and be assigned to the magistrate judge who siglred

Lhe rvanant. When a search wg"rant or seizure rvarrA$t is signed b_y a district j_udge as provid_q{
in (b). the application and wamant lvill be given the CR number of the case hefure the district
iudge and docketed in that case.
(.d) Motions to Seal. This rule, rather than LR 26.2, governs a motion to seal a search r,r,'a"rant or:

$-eizure ri,a[Ant. A motion to $eal a rvaujrnl must be bror:ght to the di-sljct judge Qu[agistrate
iudge lvho signed the rvarrant. and rnust speciflr a date no more than 90 da:'s later rvhen the
sealing order w'ill expire absent a fbrther court order. An), application fur deia),ed notice of a
search must corapl): rvith l8 {J.S.C. $ 3 103. All tilinqs \,vill be unsealed upgn the expiration of
the se4l.ing orde,r.

(e) A Motion to Extend a Sealing Order.



([-r\n,v rnotio4.to extencl an orcler._s_e_AIJrg a warrant or to_qxtend ciela.v-ed notige Ar"rqt bg_

bror-rght to tlie district juciqe or magistratc juclge rvho signed the warrant.. [f a rnoticu is brtiught
at a tirne w'hen that judge is unavailable. thtl motion shall bc heard by the clut)' rnaBistratc judgc.

(2) 'I'he rnotion nrust be tiled no later than three c1a).sp-r!q1to tire cxpiration o1'the seal

or de,la)'ecl lglice to allor.l:_A{equate time fbr the revieulof the motion. _l_he_ rnotion shall.b_e _ljled
electronicall.v and a drali orcler rnust be submitted to the assignt:d juclge's trloposed order email
box.

{.fl Search Wan'ant Returns. I*he return of the searctlli,
the l'edeJal ltules o{Criminal Blocedure. Ilr addition to that reqLri{qment. tire Unilqd Statcs

Attornev's Ofllce rnust also electronicall,v file a cop,v clf tht: return incluciing the invcntor,v gf'
propert,v seized into the court's Elcctronic Case Filing S).,stem. If thc application and rvarrant ale
sealecl at the time o1'the-return of the search warant. the return ol'the sezlrch rvarrant \yill-algq_Ug_

filed under seal.

ENTER:
FOR THE COURT

Dated at Chicago, Illinois thiJz*duyof April,2015

Acting Chief Judge


